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[Num, II. B.]                   Attestation of David Anderson Esq.

To the Hon'ble Warren Hastings Esq.
Hon'ble Sir,

IN obedience to your commands conveyed to me through Major Palmer, I
shall endeavour to repeat as well as I can remember the purport of what you
were pleased to inform me before your departure from Calcutta of your intentions
regarding Cheit Sing ; but as so long an interval has since elapsed, my recol-
lection, which has never been strengthened by a communication, must necessarily
be somewhat imperfect.

After enumerating some of the resources which you expected to find up the
country for the relief of the Company's exigencies, you mentioned to me the con-
duct of Cheit Sing.

You observed that he owed his elevation to the Company; that he was allow-
ed to enjoy a very considerable income, the revenue exacted from him being much
inferior to the produce of his districts, and that his territories were maintained
and defended by the English army; that on those considerations it had been rec-
koned equitable that he should contribute on an emergency to the support of wars
carried on by that Government under which he held his Zemeedary, and to which
lie was indebted for its protection. Accordingly you mentioned that a sum had
been demanded from him, that after some difficulties he had agreed to pay it at
a certain period; that trusting to his promises you had made an assignment on
him for the use of Colonel Camae's detachment; and that Colonel Camac rely-
ing on his punctuality had returned a bill for a less sum which had been sent to
him by Mr. Middleton; but that this confidence had nearly proved fatal to the
detachment, and actually did prove the cause of retarding the expedition; that
Cheit Sing, in sprite of all the representations which were made to him, delayed
so long the promised payment that the officers of the detachment were reduced
to the necessity of selling their plate; that you therefore determined to call him
to an account, and oblige him to make an atonement for his conduct in this in-
stance^ and the want of attachment he had in general shewn to our government,
by paying a considerable sum of money in the relief to the Company's exigencies;
that if he consented, you were desirous of establishing his possession on the most
permanent and eligible footing, but if he refused you had in your power to raise
a large sum for the Company by accepting of an offer which had been made for
his district by the Vizeer* You minuted the particulars of Cheit Sing's conduct
in an account which you drew up in Calcutta of the state of the different powers
of Hindostan, though I do not believe that in that paper you expressed the in-
tentions you had formed: And I remember you told me that you had commu-
nicated